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deciding. In Miss Lebour's description * of St. trifilce the

number of spines is given as lying between 42 and 56, and
the spines of the anterior row are slightly longer tiian those

of the posterior row. From a specimen of wliat is apparently

St. tri'/lcB obtained at St. Andrews in Cottus scorpi'us we find

that tiie number of spines is 50 and that the posterior

spines are slightly longer than the anterior. In this specimen
it was noticed that the spines of the posterior row had a

tendency to diverge symmetrically from the middle line

instead of being directed straight backwards, as is usually

tiie case, but this may have been merely accidental. If the

number 50 is confirmed for St. tru/he it will obviously be

easier to differentiate its cercaria from that of St. baccatus

than from that of St. cnducus.

'J'he occurrence of Stephanochasmns cercariae encysted in

various Pleuronectid fishes has already been described by
Johnstone t from Pleuronectes Umanda (recorded as Disto-

mum valdeinfatum, Stoss.) and Miss Lebour J from PI.

Umanda, PI. im'crocepkalus, PI. cynoglossus, and Drepano-
psetta platessoides. As Johnstone makes no mention of the

number or size of the cephalic spines it is impossible to be
{sure about the identity of the cercaria3 which he found. In

Miss Lebour's specimens the number of spines varied from
48 to 58. From tliese observations two alternative conclusions

may be drawn, either that the number of spines may vary
within such wide limits in tiie same species or that Miss
Lebour^s collection included cercariae belonging to more
than one species. The former is opposed to most observed

facts ; the latter seems much more likely. It is not at all

improbable that the cercarite of St. caducus, St. triglcBj

and St. baccatus are all to be found encysted in young
Pleuronectid fishes.

XXVIII.

—

Neic Species of Dendromus and Tatera.

By 11. C. Wroughton.

In a small collection of mammals made by Dr. Jameson in

the Transvaal I found some specimens of Si Dendromus which
seems to require a new name ; and, further, in comparing

* Northumberland Sea Fisheries Kept, for 1907, p. 27, pi. iii.

figs. 3,4.

t Rep. Lancashire Sea Fish. Investig. 1904, p. 98.

X Trans. Nat. Hist. Soc. Northumberland, New Series, ii. part i. p. 14,
and Northumberland Sea Fish. Rep. for 1907. p. 28.
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these specimens witli those in the Natural History Museum,
it became evident that two Nyasan forms also require names.

Dendromus jamesonij sp. n.

A small Dendroinus of i\\Q j^umilio group, but with a well-

marked dorsal stripe.

Fur soft and close, length 8-10 mm, on back. General

colour as in D. pumilio, but a strongly marked, bhick dorsal

stripe.

Dimensions of the type :

—

Head and body 60 mm. ; tail 78; hind foot 16 ; ear 13.

Skull : greatest length 20'O ; basilar length 15 ; zygo-
matic breadth 11; brain-case breadth 10; nasals length 7"2

;

diastema 5 ; ui)per molar series 8'1.

Hdb. Zoutpansberg, Transvaal.

T7/2:>e. Adult female. B.M. no. D. 1. 20. 27. Original num-
ber 155. Collected 6th July, 1907, by Dr. H. L. Jameson.

(Seven specimens examined.

Dendromus whyiei, sp. n.

A small Dendromus of the pumilio grouji, ratlier smaller

and slighter than either pumilio or jamesoni^ with an obso-

lescent dorsal stiipe.

Colour above as in pumilio and Jamesoni, but the dorsal

stripe of the latter obsolescent or absent. Under surface

%\hite, but usually much suffused with ochraceous. Ears
small.

Skull more delicately formed, narrower across the palate

than mjamesoni.

Dimensions of the type :

—

Head and body (c.) GO mm.; tail (c.) S5 ; hind foot 17;
ear 11.

Skull: greatest length 20 ; basilar length 15; zygomatic
breadth 11; brain-case breadth 10*5; nasals length 8;
diastema 5 ; upper molar series 3*1.

Nab. JMyasa (type from Fort Hill).

Ti/pe. Old male. B.M. no. 97. 10. 1. 131. Original
number H. J. 117. Collected by Mr. A. Whyte, and pre-
sented to the Natural History Museum by Sir H. H.
Johnston, K.C.B.

Twelve specimens examined, from Nyika Plateau, Zomba,
and Mt. Malosa ; in almost all there is a perceptible darkening
along the mid-dorsum, but in only one is there an appreciable
black stripe.
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The known members of this pumilio group may be arranged

in a key as follows :

—

A. A well-marked dorsal stripe. (Transvaal.),, jatnesoni, 9\). n.

B. Dorsal stripe absent or obsolescent.

a. Dorsal stripe obsolescent. Ear =11 mm.
(Nyasa.) whytei, sp. u.

b. Dorsal stripe absent.

«'. Size smaller. Skull 18'5 mm. Ear=
10 mm. (Anprola.) ansorr/ei, Thos. & Wr.

J'. Size larger. Skull :^0-21 mm.
d^. Ears large, 15 mm. Colour paler.

(Cape Peninsula.) pumilio, Wagner.
b^. Ears smaller, 12 mm. Colour darker.

(Cameroons.) •. . . messorius, Thos.

Dendromus ni/iJcfP, sp. n.

A Dendromus of the D. mesomelas type, with a claw on

the fifth toe. Rather smaller than that species, with a pro-

))ortionally much shorter tail and smaller ears.

Size rather smaller than D. mesomelas. Fur rather short

(9-10 mm. on back). Colour near to " fawn colour " above,

pure white below ; dorsal stripe well-marked from the

shoulders backwards. Hands and feet white. Ears small

;

tail short as compared with Mesomelas.

Dimensions :

—

Head and body (c.) 70 mm.; tail (c.) 85; hind foot 18;

ear 12.

Skull : greatest length 23 ; basilar length 17 ; zygomatic

breadth 12; brain-case breadth 10*1; nasals length ^'ti

;

diastema 5'5
; upper molar series SG.

JIah. Nyika Plateau, British Central Africa.

Type. Adult female. B.M. no. 97. 10. 1. 12,3. Original

number H. J. 7. Collected by Mr. A. Whyte in June 189(),

and presented, with four others besides spirit-specimens, to

the Natural History Museum by Sir H. H. Johnston.

The short tail, small ears, and the bluish or drab tint in

its colouring suffice to distinguish this species easily from

D. mesomelas, and, a fortiori, from D. insiynis.

It is curious that two of the series of five specimens taken

at the same time and place, and not otherwise differing in

any way, have the bases of the hairs of the belly of a dark

slate-colour, while in the type and the other two specimens

the corresponding hairs are white to their bases.

Unfortunately no measurements were recorded by Mr.

Whyte, and I have been obliged to base those given above

on a spirit-specimen taken at the same time and place.
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Tlie following is a key to the known species of the mesa-

melas group. I exclude iJuUidus, Heuglin, and mystica'is,

Heuglin, from Somaliland, ab)ut which information is not

available, even as to whether they should be classed with

D. mesomehis or D. melanotis.

A. Size rather larger, hind foot = 21-22 mm.;
ear larger, = 15 mm. Dorsal stripe very

strongly marked. (British East Africa.) . . D. insifjnis, Thos.

B. Size smaller, hind foot 18-20 mm.
a. Ear larger, 15 mm. ; tail longer, 100-105

mm. (Cape to Natal.) -D. mesoinelas, Brants.

b. Ear smaller, 12 mm. ; tail shorter, 85-90
mm. (N. Nyasa.) D. nyikcp, sp. n,

Tatera smithi, sp. n.

A Tatera closely resembling' T. liodon in proportions a'ld

colouring, but differing in its long posterior palatal fora nina

and extraordinarily broad brain-case.

Dimensions of the type :

—

He?d and body 155 mm.; tail 145; hind foDt 34'5;

ear 20.

Skull : greatest length 42 (c.) ; basilar length 34-5
;

interorbital breadth 7*4; brain-case breadth 18'6 ; anterior

palatal foramina 8'2
;

posterior palatal foramina 3"6; dia-

stema 12 ; upper molar series Q'ii.

Bah. Mubende, Unyoro.
Type. Old female. B.M. no. 7. 10. 1. 14. Original

number 34. Collected and ])resented to the National Collec-

tion by Air. L. M. fSeth-Smith, 23rd March, 1908. Two
specimens.

T. smithi, while closely resembling in general facies

T. liodon from Lake Mweru, has the long posterior palatal

foramina so characteristic of the northern forms from Egypt
and Somali.

XXJX.—Notes on the Forficularia. —XV. The Esphal-

nieninffi. By MALCOLMBciiR, B.A., F.E.S., F.L.S.,

F.Z.S., &c.

In 1901 Verhoeff (SB. Ges. naturf. Fr. no. 1, p. 7) formed

the family Gonolabidce, the essential character being the form

of the prosternum, which is strongly narrowed posteriorly.


